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Study 1: Worthy of the Kingdom (2 Thess 1:1-12)

Paul receives an update about the Thessalonians and responds with his second letter. Paul
is writing from Corinth, probably a few months after his first letter in late AD50. The tone of
this letter is slightly sharper. Paul shows greater concern for correcting the Thessalonians,
especially in their understanding of God’s judgement and the return of Christ.

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

1) How does Paul’s repeated use of the title ‘Lord Jesus Christ’ in verses 1-2 speak to
the relationship between him, the Father, and the reader?

2) Why does Paul feel obligated to give thanks in verse 3?

3) Boasting is often considered ungodly, so why is Paul and his team boasting in verse
4?

4) Why does Paul consider that the Thessalonians’ perseverance and faith is proof that
God’s judgement is right (verse 5)? How does 1 Peter 4:17 help shape our
understanding?

5) In verse 5, what kind of suffering is both expected and beneficial to the Christian?
Look up the following passages — how do they reinforce what Paul says in verse 5?

= John 15:18-19,
= John17:12,
=  Phil 1:27,
= 1 Peter4:12-17
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6) Why do you think Paul keeps focusing on future outcomes?

7) What is your reaction to Paul’s words: ‘God is just and he will pay back trouble to
those who trouble you’ (v 6)?

8) How do you respond to the powerful description of Christ in verse 7b-107?

9) What does verse 9 tell us about hell? Why is this so devastating?

10) What can we learn from Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians in verses 11-12?

In the light of Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians, pray!
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Study 2: Don’t be Deceived, Stand Firm (2 Thess 2:1-17)

Despite their persecutions and trials, the Christians in Thessalonica were not living in the ‘Day
of the Lord’. In this chapter, Paul wants to correct the false understanding which suggested
that the Day of the Lord had come. Paul displays his pastoral concern for them even though
he has been accused of abandoning them.

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

1) Although Paul does not elaborate, it is clear he has taught them about the ‘second
coming’ of Jesus. Why do you think that we today steer away from speaking about
the return of Jesus?

2) How can an over-focus on the details and timing of the ‘second coming’ (Parousia)
distract Christians from living a godly life?

3) What have the Thessalonians failed to understand about the ‘Day of the Lord’ from
Paul’s previous teaching? What is his warning here?

4) Do you think the ‘rebellion’ (v3) is localized or political or an attempt to remove God
from the equation?

Note: False teaching might not be blatant but contains half-truths or miss-reading of the signs.
Throughout history there have been many examples of wickedness and rebellion in evil
leaders. Various historical explanations have been offered but the Bible is not specific in this
matter.
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5) What is the nature of the ‘man of Lawlessness’ (verses 3-4)?

Note: ‘The phrase [‘man of lawlessness’] is a unique one, although the idea of a major evil
figure opposed to God in the last days is well attested. (In John’s writings), we read of the
expectation of an antichrist and the false prophet. ... In the present context the person in mind
is evidently a human being and is therefore not to be identified with Satan or some other
superhuman figure.” (I. Howard Marshall, The New Century Bible Commentary, p 189)

6) How will the “man of lawlessness” be defeated (verse 8)?

7) How is the “man of lawlessness” similar to Satan? Why and how will he perish (verses
9-12)?

8) In contrast, what has God done for those who love the truth (verses 13-14)?

9) What confidence does this give you for today? What are the marks that may indicate
a person is that firstfruit? (Note: Consider the work here of God, the Spirit and the
Lord Jesus Christ)

10) So, what are the Thessalonians (and believers today) to do (verses 15-16)?

Pray for one another — that you will not be deceived and that you will stand firm.

© Trevor and Linda Oakley 2021 Page 5
Permission for Church Central Online



Study 3: Never Tire of doing what is Good (2 Thess 3:1-18)

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

The request for prayer (3:1-5)

1) How does Paul’s prayer requests show his gospel partnership with the Thessalonians
(verses 1-2)?

2) Paul asks that the Thessalonians might pray for him and his mission partners ‘that
the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honoured’ (verse 1). How often
do you ask your church family to uphold you as you seek to share the Gospel? Why
might this be helpful?

3) Why does Paul use the words ‘wicked & evil people’ to describe people who do not
have faith (verse 2). What could be the threat? Why is deliverance needed?

4) In what or who does Paul gain his confidence (Verses 3-5)? Why is this so
transforming and reassuring?

The danger of idleness (3:6-15)

5) Why do you think Paul asks them to keep away from those who are idle and don’t
live according to his teaching? (Note: that those here who are being idle and
disruptive are not outsiders)
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6) Why is Paul’s example worth following?

7) What does Paul recommend for those who are idle/busy bodies?

8) What are some practical challenges you face in ‘Not tiring in doing what is good’
(verse 13)?

9) There is a tension for Christian communities here — wanting to be open, welcoming,
accepting of those who come, yet being instructed to ‘keep away from’ (verse 6) and
‘not associate with them’ (verse 14). What is the distinguishing factor here?

Final Greetings (3:16-18)

10) How can verse 16 be reassuring to the believer?

11) In a time where scholars had scribes it was important to highlight that the scholar
endorses what has been written. What was Paul’s last words, his parting
encouragement, to the Thessalonians?

Given Paul asks for prayer in verses 1-2, perhaps that would be a good prompt for prayer
today.
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The Letter of 2 Thessalonians (NIV 2011)’
1 Paul, Silas# and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2 Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,» and rightly so, because
your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is
increasing. 4 Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and
faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.

> All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. ® God is just: He will pay
back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and
to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing
fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.?They will be punished with everlasting
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might 1% on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marvelled at
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our
testimony to you.

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of
his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for
goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.®

2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we
ask you, brothers and sisters, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the
teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—
asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in
any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness® is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will
exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself
up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

> Don't you remember that when | was with you | used to tell you these things? ® And
now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper
time. ” For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now

! Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission.
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holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless
one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his
mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming. ® The coming of the lawless one
will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power
through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 1°and all the ways that wickedness
deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth
and so be saved. " For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they
will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth
but have delighted in wickedness.

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord,
because God chose you as firstfruitse to be saved through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 1 He called you to this through our gospel, that
you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings® we passed
on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 7 encourage your hearts and
strengthen you in every good deed and word.

3 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the
Lord may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we
may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3 But the
Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We
have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we
command. ®> May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

®1n the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep
away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the
teachinge you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow
our example. We were not idle when we were with you, & nor did we eat anyone's food
without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling
so that we would not be a burden to any of you. ® We did this, not because we do not
have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to
imitate. '® For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is
unwilling to work shall not eat.”

1 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are
busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle
down and earn the food they eat. '* And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of
doing what is good.
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14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this letter. Do not
associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. '* Yet do not regard them
as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer.

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.
The Lord be with all of you.

171, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in all my
letters. This is how | write.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Footnotes

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:1 Greek Silvanus, a variant of Silas

b. 2 Thessalonians 1:3 The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) refers
here to believers, both men and women, as part of God's family; also in 2:1,
13, 15; 3:1, 6, 13.

c. 2 Thessalonians 1:12 Or God and Lord, Jesus Christ

d. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Some manuscripts sin

e. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 Some manuscripts because from the beginning God chose
you

f. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Or traditions

g. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 Or tradition
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