Acts 17:16-34
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capital city of the Greek empire. It was a religious and cultural centre in New
Testament times.

upset

anything worshipped in place of God

persuaded using a logical argument

the place where Jews met to worship God and study the Scriptures

people from the nation of Israel

a term applied to non-Jews who followed the God of Israel but had not been
circumcised

Greek-speaking Gentiles

in line with the teachings of the philosopher Epicurus. Epicureans were devoted to
pleasures and luxury.

in line with the teachings of the philosopher Zeno. Stoics asserted that happiness

can only be attained through accepting that life’s ups and downs are part of an
unchangeable destiny.

people who spend their time in the study and creation of theories about things such
as nature, existence, knowledge

argue, disagree

someone who speaks in an excited or confused way
commented

recommending publicly

the event of coming back to life after you die

the council of ancient Athens. They are named after the place where they met —
‘Mars’ Hill (‘areopagus’ in Greek).

people of Athens

having strong beliefs in God or gods

things that are worshipped as a god

a special table used for giving offerings to a god
writing printed or engraved on a surface
declare something publicly

live in

decided beforehand

look for
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v28 — offspring (noun) children, descendants
v29 — ‘the divine being’ God
v30 - overlooked (verb) ignored; forgave; did not punish
v30 —ignorance (noun) lack of knowledge
v30 —repent (verb) recognise what you have done is wrong, and start to do what is right
v31 - appointed (verb) formally chosen for a position
v32 — sneered (verb) smiled in a mocking way
v33 - Council (noun) the meeting of the Areopagus
Acts 17:16-34 (New International Reader’s Version)

*® paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy in Athens. He was very upset to see that the city was full of statues of gods. " So he went to the synagogue. There he
talked both with Jews and with Greeks who worshiped God. Each day he spoke with anyone who happened to be in the market place. *® A group of Epicurean
and Stoic thinkers began to argue with him. Some of them asked, “What is this fellow chattering about?” Others said, “He seems to be telling us about gods
we’ve never heard of.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus. He was telling them that Jesus had risen from the dead. ** They
took him to a meeting of the Areopagus. There they said to him, “What is this new teaching you’re giving us? *° You have some strange ideas we’ve never heard
before. We would like to know what they mean.” 2* All the people of Athens spent their time talking about and listening to the latest ideas. People from other
lands who lived there did the same.

ZThen Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus. He said, “People of Athens! | see that you are very religious in every way. 2 As | walked around, | looked
carefully at the things you worship. | even found an altar with TO AN UNKNOWN GOD  written on it. So you don’t know what you are worshiping. Now | am
going to tell you about this ‘unknown god.’

*“He is the God who made the world. He also made everything in it. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn’t live in temples built by human hands.” He is
not served by human hands. He doesn’t need anything. Instead, he himself gives life and breath to all people. He also gives them everything else they

have. % From one man he made all the people of the world. Now they live all over the earth. He decided exactly when they should live. And he decided exactly
where they should live. ¥ God did this so that people would seek him. And perhaps they would reach out for him and find him. They would find him even though
he is not far from any of us. ‘In him we live and move and exist.” As some of your own poets have also said, ‘We are his children.’

» «yes, we are God’s children. So we shouldn’t think that God is made out of gold or silver or stone. He isn’t a statue planned and made by clever people.* In the
past, God didn’t judge people for what they didn’t know. But now he commands all people everywhere to turn away from their sins. ** He has set a day when he
will judge the world fairly. He has appointed a man to be its judge. God has proved this to everyone by raising that man from the dead.”

2 They heard Paul talk about the dead being raised. Some of them made fun of this idea. But others said, “We want to hear you speak about this again.” **So
Paul left the meeting of the Areopagus. ** Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed in Jesus. Dionysius was one of them. He was a member of
the Areopagus. A woman named Damaris also became a believer. And so did some others.
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