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The primary goal of this session is to introduce the basic Greek Noun and to understand the concept of 
inflection in relation to the Greek noun. We will learn about Noun Declensions before concentrating on 
Second Declension Nouns. 
 

 
Inflection and the Greek Noun 
 
Remember what a noun is: 
 

Noun: a person, place, thing or idea. 
  Something you can touch (e.g. a Bible, a person) or  

Something you can think about (e.g. truth, love, marriage) 
They are what does the moving in the sentence (or what is being moved). 

 
As introduced last week, each Greek word has two parts – a stem and affix. With the Greek noun the affix 
is always the ending. 
 
Our example: 
 
   stem  suffix (or ending) 
 

   loglogloglog        ojojojoj  which is the noun meaning ‘word’ 

 

The noun stem contains the root meaning and so in the stem above, loglogloglog can mean ‘word’, ‘statement’, 

‘assertion’ etc. 
 
The suffix (or ending) carries three pieces of information which are very helpful for translating the word. 
 

• Case (of which there are four!) 

• Gender (of which there are three!) 

• Number (of which there are two!) 
 
 
Each are developed below. 

 
 
 
Case 

 
In any type of expression, a noun (or pronoun) stands in a particular relationship with the other words 
around it. This relationship needs to be understood in order to be able to translate any meaning from the 
sentence.  
 
In English, the relationship is determined by the word order (i.e. the subject noun occurs before the verb 
and the object noun occurs after). This means that the same word can function in different ways without 
any change in form. 
 
In Greek, word order has a different function and the grammatical relationship is determined by particular 
suffixes which are applied to the noun. Each suffix indicates a different case and so it is clear how the word 
functions in the sentence. 
 
Greek has four basic Cases: 
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• The Nominative – The subject e.g. ‘A people (lao,jlao,jlao,jlao,j) love Jesus’. 

 

• The Genitive – The possessor e.g. ‘The love of a people (laoulaoulaoulaou // //)’. Often translated by placing an 

‘of’ before the word. 
 

• The Dative – The indirect object e.g. ‘Jesus gave his life to a people (law|law|law|law|)’. Often translated by 

placing a ‘to’, ‘for’ or ‘with’ before the word. 
 

• The Accusative – The object. e.g. ‘Jesus loves a people (lao.nlao.nlao.nlao.n)’ 

 

There is a fifth Greek case called the ‘Vocative’ the case of direct address (e.g. ‘Go out O people!’(laelaelaelae)). 

It is not widely used and is usually in quotation marks. 
 

You should notice above that the word lao,jlao,jlao,jlao,j has a stem (lalalala- ) and then the ending changes to determine 

how the word functions in the sentence (o,jo,jo,jo,j,ouououou,w|w|w|w|,o.no.no.no.n). 

 
 
Gender 

 
Greek nouns have a gender – masculine, feminine or neuter. 
 
In English, natural gender is observed, so a ‘man’ is masculine, and a ‘girl’ is feminine and a ‘book’ is 
neuter. If only Greek were so simple! 
 
In Greek, natural gender generally follows for living beings but with other nouns it is a bit of a mix-match. 

So avnh,ravnh,ravnh,ravnh,r    (a man) is masculine and gunhgunhgunhgunh ,, ,, (a woman) is feminine but words like potamo,jpotamo,jpotamo,jpotamo,j    (a river) are 

masculine, didachdidachdidachdidach ,, ,,  (a teaching) is feminine and paidi,onpaidi,onpaidi,onpaidi,on (a child) is neuter. Why this is the case is a 

mystery! That said, the gender of the individual noun is not that difficult to work out as the ending will most 
often give it away. 
 
 
 Number 
 
As with Greek verbs, each noun is either singular or plural. These correspond with whether the word is 
speaking of ‘one’ (e.g. a man) or ‘more than one’ (e.g. men). The noun will agree with the verb in number. 
 
 

Noun Declensions 
 
Nouns with the same pattern of endings are called declensions. These declensions make it possible for us 
to learn and therefore translate Greek nouns. There are three noun families that can be learned by 
declension. They are: 
 
 First Declension 
 Second Declension  
 Third Declension 
 
We learn declensions so that we can easily learn the noun groups and understand what happens when 
inflections change the word form. 
 
 
 
Now we try and bring this all together. Each noun belongs to a Declension Family and holds a Gender, 
Case, and Number. 
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We will need to learn (in time) each declension family in order to master Greek nouns. As such we will 
learn paradigms for: 
 

1
st

 Declension Nouns 

Masculine Feminine 

profh,thjprofh,thjprofh,thjprofh,thj gra,fgra,fgra,fgra,fhhhh w[raw[raw[raw[ra do,xado,xado,xado,xa 
prophet writing hour glory 

 
2

nd
 Declension Nouns 

Masculine Neuter 

lo,gojlo,gojlo,gojlo,goj e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon 
word work 

 
3

rd
 Declension Nouns 

Masculine/Feminine Neuter Masculine Feminine 

avsth,ravsth,ravsth,ravsth,r sw/masw/masw/masw/ma ge,nojge,nojge,nojge,noj basileu,jbasileu,jbasileu,jbasileu,j po,lijpo,lijpo,lijpo,lij 
star body race, kind king city 

 
 
Each noun family can then be declined in order of number and case to understand meaning. The 
convention we will follow will be

1
: 

   
Nominative 

  Genitive 
Dative 
Accusative 

 
As Vocative is so rare it will be left off. 

 

2nd Declension Nouns 
 
We are now in a position to learn some Greek nouns and the place we are going to start is with the 2

nd
 

Declension Masculine and Neuter Nouns. We start here because this form of noun occurs most regularly in 
the New Testament (in fact of the 595 second declension nouns in the New Testament, 347 are masculine 
and 196 are neuter). There are no feminine nouns in the 2

nd
 Declension family – but there are feminine 

nouns which decline like 2
nd

 declension masculine nouns (e.g.    e;rhmoje;rhmoje;rhmoje;rhmoj = ‘desert’,o`do,jo`do,jo`do,jo`do,j = ‘way’,parqe,nojparqe,nojparqe,nojparqe,noj 

= ‘virgin’). 
 

2
nd

 Declension Nouns 

Num Case Masculine Neuter 

Sing      Nom lo,gojlo,gojlo,gojlo,goj e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon    
           Gen lo,goulo,goulo,goulo,gou e;rgoue;rgoue;rgoue;rgou    
 Dat lo,glo,glo,glo,gw/|w/|w/|w/| e;rgw/|e;rgw/|e;rgw/|e;rgw/|    
 Acc lo,gonlo,gonlo,gonlo,gon e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon    
Plu Nom lo,goilo,goilo,goilo,goi e;rgae;rgae;rgae;rga    
 Gen lo,gwnlo,gwnlo,gwnlo,gwn e;rgwne;rgwne;rgwne;rgwn    
 Dat lo,goijlo,goijlo,goijlo,goij e;rgoije;rgoije;rgoije;rgoij    
 Acc lo,goujlo,goujlo,goujlo,gouj e;rgae;rgae;rgae;rga    
English word work 

 
What do you notice? Similarities? 

                                                 
1
  This convention is also the convention Moore College uses so there will not be a need to relearn each declension. 
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Some tips: 

• Every plural genitive (of any declension and gender) ends in wnwnwnwn. 

• Every neuter word has the same form in the nominative and accusative.  

• Almost all neuter plural nominatives and accusatives end in aaaa. 

• In genitive and dative (of any declension and gender) the masculine and neuter will always be 
identical. 

 
Let’s do some exercises to put this into practice. 
 

Exercises 
 

1. Decline the 2
nd

 Declension Masculine 

Noun paradigm for a;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoj 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Decline the 2
nd

 Declension Neuter Noun 

paradigm for euvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lion 

    
 
 
 
 

Vocab List 3 – Nouns - Masculine   
    

a;ggeloja;ggeloja;ggeloja;ggeloj     angel, messenger (Mk 1:2)
2
 

 

avdelfo,javdelfo,javdelfo,javdelfo,j     brother (Mk 1:16) 

 

avpo,stolojavpo,stolojavpo,stolojavpo,stoloj        apostle, messenger (Mk 3:14) 

    
a`martwlo,ja`martwlo,ja`martwlo,ja`martwlo,j        sinner (Lk 7:37)  

    
a;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoj        person, man (Mk 1:23) 

 

h[liojh[liojh[liojh[lioj            sun (Mk 1:32) 

                                                 
2
  The Bible reference represents one of the many possible uses of the word in the Bible – but note the words may not appear 

in their lexical form as they do in this vocab list. 

2
nd

 Declension Nouns 

Num Case Masculine 

Sing      Nom  
           Gen  
 Dat  
 Acc  
Plu Nom  
 Gen  
 Dat  
 Acc  
English  

 

2
nd

 Declension Nouns 

Num Case Neuter 

Sing      Nom     
           Gen     
 Dat     
 Acc     
Plu Nom     
 Gen     
 Dat     
 Acc     
English  
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kaqarismo,jkaqarismo,jkaqarismo,jkaqarismo,j        cleansing, purification (Mk 1:44) 

 

kairo,jkairo,jkairo,jkairo,j        time, season (Mk 1:15) 

 

ka,mhlojka,mhlojka,mhlojka,mhloj        camel (Mk 1:6)    
 

ku,riojku,riojku,riojku,rioj        lord, master (Mk 1:3) 

 

lepro,jlepro,jlepro,jlepro,j        leper (Mk 1:40) 

    
lo,gojlo,gojlo,gojlo,goj            word (Mk 1:45) 

    
oi=kojoi=kojoi=kojoi=koj            house, temple (Mk 2:1) 

 

ouvrano,jouvrano,jouvrano,jouvrano,j        heaven (Mk 1:11) 

 

o;clojo;clojo;clojo;cloj            crowd (Mk 2:4)  

 

pureto,jpureto,jpureto,jpureto,j  fever (Mk 1:31) 

 

potamo,jpotamo,jpotamo,jpotamo,j        river (Mk 1:5) 

 

to,pojto,pojto,pojto,poj      place, location (Mk 1:35) 
    

ui`o,jui`o,jui`o,jui`o,j            son (Mk 1:1) 

 

Nouns - Neuter    
    
daimo,niondaimo,niondaimo,niondaimo,nion        demon (Mk 1:34) 

 

e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon            work (Mk 13:34) 

  

euvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lion        gospel (Mk 1:1) 

 

qhri,onqhri,onqhri,onqhri,on        animal, wild beast (Mk 1:13)    
    
i`ma,tioni`ma,tioni`ma,tioni`ma,tion        garment, clothes (Mk 2:21) 
    

martu,rionmartu,rionmartu,rionmartu,rion        testimony, witness (Mk 1:44) 

 

paidi,onpaidi,onpaidi,onpaidi,on        child (Mk 5:39) 

 

ploi/oploi/oploi/oploi/onnnn        boat (Mk 1:19) 

  

pro,swponpro,swponpro,swponpro,swpon        face (Mk 1:2) 

 

sa,bbatonsa,bbatonsa,bbatonsa,bbaton        sabbath (Mk 1:21) 
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te,knonte,knonte,knonte,knon        child (in the vocative) (Mk 2:5) 

 

Exercise 
 

3. Using the appendix from week 3, find and mark all the words listed below that occur in Mark 1 (the 

lexical form of each word appears in Vocab list 3). By comparing to the lo,gojlo,gojlo,gojlo,goj    (for masculine)    or  

e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon  (for neuter) declensions, parse each word to work out its case, number, gender, lexical 

form and meaning. 
 

 
Reference 

Greek word 
as it appears 
in the text of 

Mark 1 

 
Case 

 
Number 

 
Gender 

 
Lexical Form 

 
English 
Meaning 

Mark 1:1 euvaggeli,oueuvaggeli,oueuvaggeli,oueuvaggeli,ou Gen 
 

Sing Neut euvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lion of gospel 

1:1 ui`ou/ui`ou/ui`ou/ui`ou/  
 

    

1:2 a;ggelo,na;ggelo,na;ggelo,na;ggelo,n  
 

    

1:2 prosw,pouprosw,pouprosw,pouprosw,pou  
 

    

1:3 kuri,oukuri,oukuri,oukuri,ou  
 

    

1:5 potamw/potamw/potamw/potamw/  
 

    

1:6 kamh,loukamh,loukamh,loukamh,lou  
 

    

1:10 ouvranou.jouvranou.jouvranou.jouvranou.j  
 

    

1:11 ouvranwouvranwouvranwouvranw/n/n/n/n  
 

    

1:11 ui`o,jui`o,jui`o,jui`o,j  
 

    

1:13 qhri,wnqhri,wnqhri,wnqhri,wn  
 

    

1:13 a;ggeloia;ggeloia;ggeloia;ggeloi  
 

    

1:14 euvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lioneuvagge,lion  
 

    

1:15 kairo.jkairo.jkairo.jkairo.j  
 

    

1:15 euvaggeli,w|euvaggeli,w|euvaggeli,w|euvaggeli,w|  
 

    

1:16, 19 avdelfo.navdelfo.navdelfo.navdelfo.n  
 

    

1:17 avnqrw,pwnavnqrw,pwnavnqrw,pwnavnqrw,pwn  
 

    

1:19, 20 ploi,w|ploi,w|ploi,w|ploi,w|  
 

    

1:23 a;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoja;nqrwpoj  
 

    

1:24 qeou/qeou/qeou/qeou/  
 

    

1:31 pureto,jpureto,jpureto,jpureto,j  
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1:32 h[liojh[liojh[liojh[lioj  
 

    

1:34 (x2), 
39 

daimo,niadaimo,niadaimo,niadaimo,nia Acc 
 

    

1:35 to,ponto,ponto,ponto,pon  
 

    

1:40 lepro.jlepro.jlepro.jlepro.j  
 

    

1:44 kaqarismou/kaqarismou/kaqarismou/kaqarismou/  
 

    

1:44 martu,rionmartu,rionmartu,rionmartu,rion  
 

    

1:45 lo,gonlo,gonlo,gonlo,gon  
 

    

1:45 to,poijto,poijto,poijto,poij  
 

    

 
Reference 

Greek word as it 
appears in the 
text of Mark 1 

 
Case 

 
Number 

 
Gender 

 
Lexical Form 

English 
Meaning 

 
What do you notice? What is important to remember? 

 
 

 

For next week: 

 
1. Commit to memory the 2

nd
 declension masculine (lo,gojlo,gojlo,gojlo,goj) and neuter (e;rgone;rgone;rgone;rgon) paradigms. 

 
2. Learn the Vocab from list 3 (and develop flash cards). 

 
3. Revise the Present Active Indicative verb paradigm and previous vocab. 
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