
Introduction to New Testament Greek   

Week 10 – Verbs, Contract & Future Indicative 

Ken D Noakes 1 of 9 13/12/10 

 
The aim of this session is to teach the Contract Verb as it affects the form of the Present and Imperfect 
Verb which we learnt last session. We will then turn our attention to learning the Future Indicative Verb 
which involve learning a bunch of rules for mute amalgamation. 
 
 

Contract Verbs 
 
Last session we learnt how compound verbs were constructed. This session we start with contract verbs. 
 

Contract verbs have a (short) vowel built into the end of the stem (such as an ‘eeee‘, ‘oooo‘ or an ‘aaaa‘) and as such 

are grouped together accordingly. There are ‘-eeee wwww‘ verbs, ‘-oooo wwww‘ verbs and ‘-a wa wa wa w‘ verbs. They are called 

contract verbs because when connecting vowels are added to an ending, the two vowels combine and form 

either a long vowel or a diphthong – the process is called a contraction. For example, when fi l e  fi l e  fi l e  fi l e  +    et eet eet eet e 

come together the two vowels contract and the contract verb becomes fi l ei t e fi l ei t e fi l ei t e fi l ei t e (which means ‘you love’).  

 

Contract Verbs are listed in the lexicon under their full-stem form (e.g. p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w = ‘I make’) yet only appear in 

the New Testament in their contracted form and so in order to work out the translation learning their 
uncontracted form is important. 
 
 
 There are some rules for contraction which must be learnt.  
 
 
 

• For –ewewewew verbs     (e.g. from p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w = ‘I make’) 

 

eeee     + e e e e = eieieiei     ¤                        p oi e, + et e = p oi eit e1
 

    

eeee     + oooo     = ouououou     ¤                        p oi e, + ou si n  = p oi ou si n2
 

    

eeee     + any long vowel      p oi e, + ei  = p oi ei3
 

or dipthong = no change 

    
    
    
    

• For –o wo wo wo w verbs     (e.g. from f a n erowf a n erowf a n erowf a n erow = ‘I make clear’) 

 

o o o o + hhhh     or wwww (long vowel) = wwww                 f a n ero + w  = f an erw4
 

    

o o o o + eeee or o o o o or ouououou     (short vowel) = o uo uo uo u     ¤            f a n ero + om en = f a n erou m en5
 

    

o o o o + eieieiei or oioioioi or h|h|h|h|     (any combination with iiii) = o io io io i             f a n ero + ei  = f an eroi6
 

 
 
 

    

                                                 
1
  Present Active Indicative – 2

nd
 Person Plural 

2
  Present Active Indicative – 3

rd
 Person Plural 

3
  Present Active Indicative – 3

rd
 Person Singular 

4
  Present Active Indicative – 1

st
 Person Singular 

5
  Present Active Indicative – 1

st
 Person Plural 

6
  Present Active Indicative – 3

rd
 Person Singular 
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• For –aaaa wwww verbs     (e.g. from g en n awg en n awg en n awg en n aw = ‘I bear, beget) 

 

aaaa     + o o o o or wwww or ou  ou  ou  ou  (long vowel – ‘o’ sound) = wwww         g en na  + om en  = g enn wm en 7
  

    

aaaa     + eeee or h h h h (short vowel – ‘e’ sound)    = aaaa         g en na  + et e = g enn at e8      
    

aaaa     + eieieiei or h|h|h|h|     (any combination with iiii) = aaaa || ||         g en na  + ei jjjj  = g en na || || jjjj9    
 
¤ = by far the most common  

 

Note that these rules for contraction will play a role only in the Present and Imperfect Tense Verbs (as 
there is no contraction of stem or ending given the suffix added to the verb stem in all other tenses begin 
with a consonant). As the Imperfect verb accepts an augment to the front of the stem, the Imperfect 
Contract Verb will involve changes to both the beginning and the end of the word. This is logical, but can be 

the source of some confusion (e.g. p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w     becomes eeee vv vv p oip oip oip oi ou n  ou n  ou n  ou n  in the Imperfect Active Indicative 1
st
 

Person Singular – eeee v v v v + p oiep oiep oiep oie     + on  on  on  on  = eeee vv vv p oip oip oip oi ou nou nou nou n) 

 
That said these rules of contraction do apply to each verb mood – Indicative, Subjunctive, Imperative and 
Infinitive. 

 
 
 
Exercises 
 

1. Fill in the below table for the Present 
and Imperfect Active Indicative 

Verbs for p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w     = ‘I make’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
7
  Present Active Indicative – 1

st
 Person Singular 

8
  Present Active Indicative – 2

nd
 Person Plural 

9
  Present Active Indicative – 2

nd
 Person Singular 

10
  KEY: poiw; poieij; p oie i; poi o umen; poie it e; poi ou sin. 

11
  KEY: evpoioun; evpo ieij; ev poi ei; evpoi ou men; ev poi eit e; evp oio un. 

12
  The following is quite advanced (so you may want to ignore it for the moment!). In the 1

st
 person singular of the    eeee and oooo 

contracts, there is one extra step in the contraction process – no personal ending is used! This means that the connecting vowel 

lengthens to compensate and the ensuring contraction is between the contract vowel and the lengthened connecting vowel. (e.g. poi epoi epoi epoi e ,, ,, 

+ wwww (e + long vowel = no change) so =  p oiwp oiwp oiwp oiw   or  fa n er ofa n er ofa n er ofa n er o     + wwww (o + w = w) =  fa n er wfa n er wfa n er wfa n er w . It may be easier just to remember the 

paradigm. 

ACTIVE INDICATIVE VERB table for p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w 

Num Person PRESENT
10

  IMPERFECT
11

 

Sing 1
st
 pppp oioioioi wwww12    

 

eeee vv vv p oip oip oip oi ou nou nou nou n     
 

 2
nd

  
 

 

 3
rd

  
 

 

    
Plu 1

st
  

 
 

 2
nd

 p oi ei t ep oi ei t ep oi ei t ep oi ei t e     
    

 

 3
rd
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2. Fill in the below table for the 
Present and Imperfect 
Middle/Passive Indicative Verbs 

for f a n erow  f a n erow  f a n erow  f a n erow  = ‘I make clear’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Fill in the below table for the Present 
Middle Passive and Imperfect Active 

Verbs for g en n a wg en n a wg en n a wg en n a w     = ‘I bear, beget’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Future Verbs 
 
Let’s turn our attention to the future! The Future Verb is used to describe an event or process that occurs in 
the future from the speaker’s perspective. It can occur in the active or middle voice (e.g. ‘I will learn Greek’) 
or in the passive voice (e.g. ‘I will be learning Greek’). 
 
The future verb looks like the present verb as it has the same endings as the present in all voices. The 

distinctive feature of the future verb is the addition of the sigma (‘ssss‘) placed after the stem. This sigma is 

called a future time morpheme and effectively means ‘will’ in English. In the passive voice the ssss joins a q h q h q h q h 
to create the ending. The q h q h q h q h is the distinctive feature of the passive specific verb. 

                                                 
13

  KEY: fa n er ouma i; fa n er oi; fa n er ou ta i; fa n er o um eq a; fa n er ousq e; fa n er o un ta i. 
14

  KEY: evfa n er oumh n; ev fa n er o u; evfa n er o ut o; ev fa n er ou meq a; ev f a n er ousq e; evfa n er oun to. 
15

  See footnote 12. 
16

  KEY: g en n w ma i; g en n a |; g en n a ta i; g en n w meq a; g en n a sq e; g en n w n ta i. 
17

  KEY: evg en n w n; evg en n a jjjj |; evg en n a; evg en n w men; ev g en n a te; evg en n w n. 

MIDDLE/PASSIVE INDICATIVE VERB table for f a n er owf a n er owf a n er owf a n er ow 

Num Person PRESENT
13

  IMPERFECT
14

 

Sing 1
st
 f a n erwf a n erwf a n erwf a n erw15

  
 

 2
nd

  
 

eeee vf a n erouvf a n erouvf a n erouvf a n erou     
 

 3
rd

  
 

 

    
Plu 1

st
  

 
 

 2
nd

 f a n erou sq ef a n erou sq ef a n erou sq ef a n erou sq e     
    

 

 3
rd

  
 

 

INDICATIVE VERB table for g en n a wg en n a wg en n a wg en n a w 

Num Person PRESENT 
MIDDLE/PASSIVE

16
 

IMPERFECT 
ACTIVE

17
 

Sing 1
st
 g en n wg en n wg en n wg en n w ma ima ima ima i     

 

 
 

 2
nd

  
 

 

 3
rd

  
 

 

    
Plu 1

st
  

 
eeee vg en n w m envg en n w m envg en n w m envg en n w m en     

 
 2

nd
     

    
 

 3
rd
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The paradigms for the Future Active, Middle and Passive Indicative Verb for l u ,wl u ,wl u ,wl u ,w is: 

 
FUTURE INDICATIVE VERB 

Num Pers ACTIVE  MIDDLE PASSIVE 

Sing 1
st
 l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss wwww     I will loose l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , som a isom a isom a isom a i     I myself will 

loose   
l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hsom a iq hsom a iq hsom a iq hsom a i     I will be loosed   

 2
nd

 l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss ei jei jei jei j     you will 
loose 

l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss h|h|h|h|     you will loose l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hsq hsq hsq hs h|h|h|h|     you will be 
loosed 

 3
rd

 l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss eeee iiii     he/she will 
loose 

l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , set a iset a iset a iset a i     he/she will 
loose 

l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hset a iq hset a iq hset a iq hset a i     he/she will be 
loosed 

                 

Plu 1
st
 l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss om enom enom enom en     we will 

loose 
l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss oooo m eq am eq am eq am eq a     we will loose l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hsq hsq hsq hs oooo m eq am eq am eq am eq a     we will be 

loosed 
 2

nd
 l ul ul ul u ssss et eet eet eet e     you will 

loose 
l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss esq eesq eesq eesq e     you will loose l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hsq hsq hsq hs esq eesq eesq eesq e     you will be 

loosed 
 3

rd
 l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss ou siou siou siou si(nnnn)    they will 

loose 
l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , ssss oooo n t a in t a in t a in t a i     they will loose l u ,l u ,l u ,l u , q hsq hsq hsq hs oooo n t a in t a in t a in t a i     they will be 

loosed 

 
What do you notice? Similarities with the Present Active and Present Middle/Passive? 
 
There is not a lot of new learning here assuming that you have learnt your paradigms for the Present Active 
and Middle/Passive verbs. 
 
 
 

Amalgamation 
 
Although the future verb in its basic form is quite simple, we do have to muddy the water just a little! 
 

Adding the Future Time Morpheme (‘ssss’) 

 
When the stem of the verb ends in a consonant (technically a mute

18
) a change occurs when the future 

time morpheme (‘ssss‘) is added. This happens because the two consonants (the mute + the sigma) form a 

double consonant which is hard to pronounce. This is called amalgamation. 
 
So the rules for mutes are: 
 

• For gutturals: 
 

kkkk, gggg, cccc + ssss     = xxxx     (e.g. the future of  a ;gwa ;gwa ;gwa ;gw = ‘I lead’ is a ;xa ;xa ;xa ;x wwww     (a ;g + sw)) 

 
• For labials: 

 
 

 pppp, bbbb, ffff     + ssss     = yyyy      (e.g. the future of  gra ,fwgra ,fwgra ,fwgra ,fw = ‘I write’ is g ra ,g ra ,g ra ,g ra , y wy wy wy w (gra ,f     + sw)) 
 
 

• For dentals: 
 

tttt, dddd, qqqq + ssss     = ssss      (e.g. the future of  p ep ep ep e i qwi qwi qwi qw = ‘I persuade’ is p ei swp ei swp ei swp ei sw (p ei q     + sw)) 

 
 

                                                 
18

  A mute (or stop) is one of these nine Greek letters: kkkk, gggg, cccc (gutturals), pppp, bbbb, ffff     (labials), tttt, dddd, qqqq (dentals). 
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Given we have just learnt contract verbs it should also be mentioned that –ewewewew verbs undergo a lengthening 

of the eeee to hhhh before the ssss     (e.g. the future of  fi l ewfi l ewfi l ewfi l ew = ‘I love’ is f i l hswf i l hswf i l hswf i l hsw (fi l e + h + sw))    
    

 

Adding the Passive Distinctive Morpheme (‘q hq hq hq h’)  

 

When the stem of the verb ends in a mute and the passive distinctive morpheme (‘q hq hq hq h’) is added a slightly 

different change occurs. As with the future amalgamation this happens because the two consonants (the 
mute + the theta) form a double consonant which is hard to pronounce. 
 
So the rules for mutes here are: 
 

• For gutturals: 
 

kkkk, gggg, cccc + q q q q = cqcqcqcq     (e.g. the future passive of  a ;gwa ;gwa ;gwa ;gw = ‘I lead’ is a ;a ;a ;a ; cq hs oma icq hs oma icq hs oma icq hs oma i         
(a;g + q hsom a i)) 

 
• For labials: 

 
 

 pppp, bbbb, ffff     + q q q q = fqfqfqfq      (e.g. the future passive of  gra ,fwgra ,fwgra ,fwgra ,fw = ‘I write’ is g ra,g ra,g ra,g ra, fq hsom a i  fq hsom a i  fq hsom a i  fq hsom a i      
(gra,f     + q hsom a i)) 

 
 

• For dentals: 
 

tttt, dddd, qqqq + q q q q = sqsqsqsq                 (e.g. the future passive of  p ei qwp ei qwp ei qwp ei qw = ‘I persuade’ is p ei sp ei sp ei sp ei s q hsom a iq hsom a iq hsom a iq hsom a i  

(p ei q     + q hsom ai)) 

 
 

As above, –ewewewew contract verbs undergo a lengthening of the eeee to hhhh before the q hs  q hs  q hs  q hs  (e.g. the future passive 

of  fi l ewfi l ewfi l ewfi l ew = ‘I love’ is fi l hfi l hfi l hfi l h q hq hq hq h ssss om a iom a iom a iom a i (fi le + h + q hsom a i))    
    
    
    
    
These rules for amalgamation (both of the future time morpheme and the passive distinctive morpheme) 
apply for Future verbs and Aorist verbs

19
.  

 
 
Breath!!! 
 
 

Contract Verbs and the Sigma (‘ssss’) 

 
Don’t dismay. We will come out of the woods soon! 
 
There is one last rule you need to know about contract verbs. We have learnt what happens when a 
contract vowel comes in contact with the connecting vowel – they contract! 

                                                 
19

  We have not learnt Aorist Verbs yet, but they also involve adding a sigma (in the Active and Middle) and the passive 
distinctive morpheme (in the Passive). 
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This rule is applied when the contract vowel (-e we we we w, -owowowow, -a wa wa wa w) comes in contact with the future time 

morpheme (‘ssss’). When this happens, the contract vowel lengthens before the ssss. As such this rule will 

only apply when we are dealing with words which accept a sigma before the ending – so future verbs and 
(as we will learn later) aorist verbs.  
 
Some examples: 
 

p oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,wp oi e,w     in the future is -  p oi e p oi e p oi e p oi e +    ssss     + ending = p oi hswp oi hswp oi hswp oi hsw                                 (so the e e e e lengthens to a hhhh) 

 

f a n erowf a n erowf a n erowf a n erow in the future is -  f a n ero f a n ero f a n ero f a n ero +    ssss     + ending = f a n erw swf a n erw swf a n erw swf a n erw sw                     (so the o o o o lengthens to a wwww) 

    
g en n awg en n awg en n awg en n aw     in the future is -  g en n a  g en n a  g en n a  g en n a  +    ssss     + ending = g en n hswg en n hswg en n hswg en n hsw                                 (so the a  a  a  a  lengthens to a hhhh) 

 
 
There – that was not too hard! Let’s put some of this into practice. 
 

Exercises20 
 

4. Form the future active indicative of:: 
 

• 2
nd

 person singular of a vn ag i nw ,s kwa vn ag i nw ,s kwa vn ag i nw ,s kwa vn ag i nw ,s kw 

    
• 3

rd
 person singular of p ar a ,g wp ar a ,g wp ar a ,g wp ar a ,g w 

    
• 1

st
 person plural of p ro s f e,r wp ro s f e,r wp ro s f e,r wp ro s f e,r w 

    
• 2

nd
 person plural of k a to i k e,wk a to i k e,wk a to i k e,wk a to i k e,w 

    
• 3

rd
 person plural of a vp a,g wa vp a,g wa vp a,g wa vp a,g w      

 
 

5. Form the future middle indicative of: 
 

• 3
rd

 person singular of e vnd u ,we vnd u ,we vnd u ,we vnd u ,w 

 

• 2
nd

 person plural of p ar ap ar ap ar ap ar a l am ba,n wl am ba,n wl am ba,n wl am ba,n w 

 

• 2
nd

 person singular of p e ri p ate ,wp e ri p ate ,wp e ri p ate ,wp e ri p ate ,w 

 

• 3
rd

 person plural of s un a,g ws un a,g ws un a,g ws un a,g w 

    
• 1

st
 person plural of g r a,f wg r a,f wg r a,f wg r a,f w 

 

                                                 
20

  Key: 4. avn a gin w ,sxeij; pa r a ,xe i; pr os fe,r som en; ka toi kh se te; a v pa ,xou sin. 5. evn du,s eta i; pa r a l a mb a ,n sesq e; 

per i pa th sh || ||; sun a ,x on ta i; gr a ,y omeq a. 6. b l efq h son ta i; sta ur oq h se ta i; l a l h q h som eq a; pe up fq h sesq e; diw cq h sh || ||.  
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6. Form the future passive indicative of: 

 

• 3
rd

 person plural of b l ep wb l ep wb l ep wb l ep w 

 

• 3
rd

 person singular of s tau ro ws tau ro ws tau ro ws tau ro w 

 

• 1
st
 person plural of l a lewl a lewl a lewl a lew 

 

• 2
nd

 person plural of p e up wp e up wp e up wp e up w 

 

• 2
nd

 person singular of d i w k wd i w k wd i w k wd i w k w 

 
 

 
7. Translate the following verses from Mark

21
: 

 

• e vgw. e vb a,p t i sa  (baptised) um̀ a/j  u[d a t i  (water)( a uvt o .j  d e. b a pt i,se i  um̀ a/j  evn  p n e u,m a ti  (spirit) 
a g̀i,w (holy) |Å 

 
 
 

• ka i. e i =p en  (said) a uvt o i/j  o  ̀ VIhso u/j ( D e u/t e  (Follow) o vp i,sw m o u( ka i . p o i h,sw um̀ a /j  g e ne ,sqa i 
(you become)  àl i e i/j  (fisherman) avn qrw,p wn Å 
 

 
 

• ka i. l e ,g e i  a uvt o i/j ( :Ag wm e n  (Let us go) a vl l a co u/ (elsewhere) e i vj  t a.j  e vco m e,n a j  (nearby) 

kwm o p o,l e i j  (villages) ( i [n a  ka i. e vke i/ (there) khru,xw \  
 
 

 
 

Vocab List 9 – Contract Verbs -  ewewewew 

 

a i vt e,wa i vt e,wa i vt e,wa i vt e,w         I seek  (Mk 6:22) 

 

a vko lo uq e ,wa vko lo uq e ,wa vko lo uq e ,wa vko lo uq e ,w         I follow  (Mk 1:18) 

 

d e,wd e,wd e,wd e,w             I bind  (Mk 3:27) 

 

d o k e,wd o k e,wd o k e,wd o k e,w         I think, consider  (Mk 6:49) 

 

z h te,wz h te,wz h te,wz h te,w         I seek  (Mk 1:37) 

 

e vlee ,we vlee ,we vlee ,we vlee ,w             I have mercy on  (Mk 5:19) 

                                                 
21

  KEY: 1. Mark 1:8; 2. 1:17; 3. 1:38 
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e u vc ari s te,we u vc ari s te,we u vc ari s te,we u vc ari s te,w     I give thanks  (Mk 8:6)  
 

q ew r e,wq ew r e,wq ew r e,wq ew r e,w         I see, watch  (Mk 3:11) • 

 

k a le,wk a le,wk a le,wk a le,w         I call  (Mk 1:20) • 

 

k r a te,wk r a te,wk r a te,wk r a te,w         I hold, take hold  (Mk 1:31)  
 

l al e,wl al e,wl al e,wl al e,w         I say, speak  (Mk 1:34) • 
            

m a rtu r e,wm a rtu r e,wm a rtu r e,wm a rtu r e,w         I bear witness, testify  (Mt 23:31) • 

    

m i s e ,wm i s e ,wm i s e ,wm i s e ,w         I hate  (Mk 13:13) 

    

o i vk o d o m e,wo i vk o d o m e,wo i vk o d o m e,wo i vk o d o m e,w         I build  (Mk 12:1) • 

    

o m̀ o lo g e,wo m̀ o lo g e,wo m̀ o lo g e,wo m̀ o lo g e,w         I confess  (Mt 7:23) 

    

p o i e,wp o i e,wp o i e,wp o i e,w         I do, make  (Mk 1:3) 

    

th r e,wth r e,wth r e,wth r e,w         I keep  (Mt 19:17) • 

    

f i l e,wf i l e,wf i l e,wf i l e,w         I love  (deep, friendship) (Mk 14:44) • 
 

f w n e,wf w n e,wf w n e,wf w n e,w         I call  (Mk 1:26) • 

 
 

Contract Verbs -  oooo wwww 

    
d i kai o ,wd i kai o ,wd i kai o ,wd i kai o ,w         I justify  (Mt 11:19) 

 

p lh ro ,wp lh ro ,wp lh ro ,wp lh ro ,w         I fill, fulfill  (Mk 1:15) • 
 

s tau ro ,ws tau ro ,ws tau ro ,ws tau ro ,w         I crucify  (Mk 15:13) • 

 

f anero ,wf anero ,wf anero ,wf anero ,w         I make clear, make known  (Mk 4:22) • 
 
 

Contract Verbs -  aaaa wwww 

 

a vg ap a,wa vg ap a,wa vg ap a,wa vg ap a,w         I love (sacrificial)  (Mk 10:21) 

 

g en na ,wg en na ,wg en na ,wg en na ,w         I bear, beget  (Mk 14:21) • 

 

e vp erw t a,we vp erw t a,we vp erw t a,we vp erw t a,w         I ask (request)  (Mk 5:9) 
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• = indicates a Liquid Stem Verb – these verbs 

have stems which end in either l, m, n, or r. 

More will be explained about liquid stem verbs in 
Unit 12 to come. 

eeee vp i ti m a ,wvp i ti m a ,wvp i ti m a ,wvp i ti m a ,w         I rebuke, warn  (Mk 1:25) • 

 

e vrw t a,we vrw t a,we vrw t a,we vrw t a,w         I ask (a question)  (Mk 4:10) 

 

o r̀ a,wo r̀ a,wo r̀ a,wo r̀ a,w             I see  (Mk 1:44) 

 

p l an a,wp l an a,wp l an a,wp l an a,w         I lead astray  (Mk 12:24) • 

 

t i m a,wt i m a,wt i m a,wt i m a,w         I honour  (Mk 7:6) • 

 

z a,wz a,wz a,wz a,w             I live  (Mk 5:23) 

 
 
 

 
For next week: 

 
1. Commit to memory the paradigms for the Future Indicative Verb. 

 
2. Commit to memory the amalgamation rules (the rules for mutes) 

 
3. Learn the Vocab from list 9 (and develop flash cards). 
 

 
NOTE: At the beginning of next session there will be a Greek Vocab Quiz (taken from the vocab 
lists 5-9). 
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